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DESCRIEE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Barrett Schoolhouse is a two room, one story limestone
building constructed in the Plains Vernacular style of architecture.
It is "T" shaped in design and consists of two 20 feet by 30 feet
sections. A crude attempt at quoining occurs at the corners. Both
sections have simple gable roofs with the original wood shingles.

The older section on the north has one door and two windows
on the east front and four windows on the north side. The front
windows and door have arched lintels while the lintels of the north
windows are flat. Also notable on this section is a round cut stone
in the east gable with the district number and date, "Dist. No. 1
1870." There is a bell tower on the front part of this section,
but the bell has been removed.

The south section, which was added in 1896, has two arched
windows and an arched, recessed door on the east side. The windows
on the south end and the west side have flat lintels. The south
section has a brick chimney and also an arched louver window in
the south gable. A concrete patio in front of the entrances likely
is of more recent vintage. The interior of the older portion is
believed to be basically the original except for some changes to
the walls.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Barrett Schoolhouse in District No. 1, Marshall County,
was constructed in 1869-1870 just south of the former RBRarrett
townsite. Both the town and the school took their name from Albert
Gallatin Barrett, a prominent Marshall county pioneer who had settled
at the site in 1855.

Barrett and other members of the little farming community
established the first legally organized school district in Marshall
county in 1859. A frame building 14 feet by 20 feet was built by
volunteers using donated lumber cut by Barrett's sawmill. That
building stood about 100 feet north of the present structure.

The one room stone building, which was ready for use in 1870, cost
about $3,000 and was the pride of the Barrett community. In 1896
the enrollment of District No. 1 climbed to 80 and a second room
was constructed to the south. Besides meeting the educational needs
of the area, the building for a time was also the social and religious
center of the community. Before church buildings were erected in
Barrett, the schoolhouse was used regularly by circuit-riding
preachers.

In addition to its local historic significance, the Barrett
Schoolhouse is a representative of rural school architecture in
Kansas in the 1860's and 1870's. It is a good example of a stone
schoolhouse in the Plains Vernacular style.
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